THE   FIRST   LYCEUM   SEASON
seen   the mad   scenes   even  approached before/5
It goes without saying that the Ophelia of Ellen Terry was distinguished by the wonderful charm which is characteristic of all she does. She was careful to make it clear that Ophelia was a girl rather than a woman, a girl on the verge of maturity, it is true, but nevertheless a girl alike In mind and body. From what Laertes says, Ophelia could only have reached her early teens, and more than that, her comparative silence and docility are those of a child rather than of an adult. The complete innocence of the most ill-fated of all Shakespeare's heroines was realized by Miss Terry with marvellous art. Intelligence she always gives us; here she gave us actual inspiration. And the whole performance was marked by an infinite pathos. One felt a boundless compassion for her when she plaintively uttered the lines :
"And I of ladies most deject and wretched, That suck'd the honey of his music vows."
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